Self Guided Hunter Tip List



1. Get in Shape! If you aren't now, try to get in good physical condition. The altitude and the demanding country will run you down fast. Nothing ruins a hunt faster than being out of shape. Walk up and down the stairs take long walks with your day pack (35-pounds +) and wear your hunting boots. This will prepare your feet, back, and shoulders for exertions that you don't experience on a day to day basis.
2. Weather. You should plan for all kinds of weather. It can be 75° one hour and snowing the next. Mornings and evenings are generally cold, so dressing in layers is important. Early fall weather in the high country is very unsettled with rain, hale, and snow showers being common.  
3. Day Pack.  You should plan to carrier about 35-pound of equipment.  It is very important to plan the items in your day pack to support you if you are forced to spend the night away from camp. [Use Emergency Kit Checklist as a starting point].  

4. Practice with your equipment.  If you are archery hunting and planning a hunt in early September, you should start shooting your bow and broad heads in May at a minimum.  We practice from 10 – 60 yards and only shoot at animal targets without dots or defined kill zones.  Get to know your equipment setup how it looks, feels, and works.  You must have confidence in your setup.  
5. Plan and more planning.   If you are hunting in a team you should be meeting once a month at a minimum.  Review checklists, test equipment, make a contingency plan to insure you have a safe fun hunt.  You can afford to hunt out west if you work as a team.
6. Teamwork.  Hunting without an outfitter takes work and planning.  If you setup a team of 6-guys you can handle the workload and enjoy your hunt. Example:  When we shoot an elk we always hull it out the same day.  Removing an elk with one attempt takes five guys to evenly distribute the weight of the animal and make the pack out manageable.  
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